SEXUALITY, VIOLENCE and RELIGION
Professor Erzen

428 Hagerty Hall

Email: erzen.2@osu.edu

Office Hours: Monday 1:30-3:00pm
Course Description:
This course examines the relationship between sexuality, religion and violence from an interdisciplinary perspective.  We will explore several interrelated questions: Why is sexual violence a weapon of war?  Why are gender and sexuality so often the focus of politicized religion?  How have people resisted sexual and religious violence?  We first define and classify sexuality, religion and violence through an examination of the categories of victim, perpetrator, terror, and tolerance.  The course then analyzes sexual violence in the contexts of war and religious discourses, using case studies on Christian fundamentalism, Islam and veiling, rape as a tool of warfare, genocide, and nationalism in the contemporary context.  We will read academic articles, novels and watch several films.  The course concludes with examples of resistance to sexual violence.
Required Texts:

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale
Lawrence Thornton, Imagining Argentina
All articles are available on Carmen in PDF format
Assignments:
The assignments for this course include: five media analyses, a group presentation, one take-home midterm, and a final exam.

Five Media Analyses:

A portion of the course will consist of media analyses and reports of contemporary religious movements and the issue of violence.  The purpose of this assignment is to encourage students to read a variety of news sources on religion, sexuality and violence, to help students learn to analyze the media, and to enable students to connect the course material to the world outside the classroom.
You will present one of your media analyses to the class during the quarter.  For each analysis, you should turn in: 

1. a hard copy of a current article about some issue related to sexual and religious violence


2. a hard copy of an analytical paper that you have written about the article

The articles you select must be current although they may reflect issues of sexual and religious violence either past or present.  Articles may be culled from newspapers, magazines, or other online sources as long as they are dated and represent current material. You will turn in these articles and analytical papers at the end of the class meeting.

You must choose at least 4 different sources for your articles.

Only two of the articles you analyze can be arts or entertainment related.

One of your articles may be a political cartoon, comic, or otherwise.

Each analytical paper should be between 450-500 words- absolutely no longer or shorter.  Include a word count at the end of your paper.

In writing the analytical papers, do not summarize the article.  The paper should analyze the article, and how it pertains to the debates in class.   Some questions you should consider in your analysis: Who is the intended audience of this article?  Is there an agenda in writing it?  What kind of intervention (political, social, cultural) does the article make?  How is it related to issues we have discussed in class?
Group Presentations of 2-3 Students:  In collaboration with a group, you will come up with 4-5 questions about the material from one day’s reading to present to the rest of the class for discussion.  You should post these questions on the Carmen discussion board the night before class. You may work together over email or meet outside class.  At the beginning of class, your group will spend 5 minutes outlining the major points of the readings.  You will then spend 10-15 minutes explaining why you chose those questions and leading discussion.  We will assign weeks for the presentation on the first day of class.
Take-home Midterm:  I will distribute the midterm essay questions one week prior to the midterm due date.

Final Exam: The final exam will be a take-home written exam based on the cumulative material of the course.  
Grading:  

Attentive presence and participation in discussion: 15%

Group Presentation: 15%

Five Media Analyses: 30%

Midterm Essay Exam: 20%

Final Essay Exam: 20% 

Grading Scale

	Letter Grade
	Numerical Equivalent
	Letter Grade 
	Numerical Equivalent

	A
	93-100
	C
	74-76

	A-
	89-92
	C-
	71-73

	B+
	86-88
	D
	65-67

	B
	83-85
	E
	0-64.9

	B-
	80-82
	
	

	C+
	77-79
	
	


Attendance and Participation

I expect students to be active participants in their educations. This means that each student should come to class having carefully read the assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them.  Because knowing how to articulate your ideas is a crucial part of the learning process, you will be expected as a member of the seminar to contribute your own unique perspective to our discussions.  

The real action of our seminar takes place in the classroom.  Therefore, it is important and expected that you will be at every class session.  Inevitably, an occasion may arise when you are unable to attend.  Out of fairness to your classmates who do attend every class, chronic lateness and/or more than 2 unexcused absences will detract from your participation grade.  

Good Citizenship
*Questions and discussions are welcome.  The only requirement is that the questioner respects the opinions of others and does not monopolize class time.  
*Early Departures: If there is a special circumstance that requires you to leave early, please notify me before class.

*I prefer that you do not bring a laptop to class.  
*Turn off all cell phones and pagers.  

Writing

All essays should be written in 12-point, double-space type, with standard margins, and pages numbered and stapled.  I will not accept a paper that is not stapled. All written work should be thoroughly proofread.  There are no extensions, and all assignments are marked down one-third of a letter grade for every late day.  After 3 days, if you have not turned in your paper, you will automatically receive a “0” for that paper.  Do not send a paper via email.
Student Conferences and E-mail Communication:  Please stop by office hours or schedule an appointment if necessary.  You are also welcome to email me with questions related to the course.  However, do not send any information or requests in an email that you would not discuss with me in person.  

Disabilities
“Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability
Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, 292-3307). http:www.ods.ohio-state.edu
Academic Misconduct
The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.

http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/faq.html
If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

Conceptualizing Violence and Sexuality 
Week 1

Monday:
-Sally Bachner, “The Wrong Victims: Terrorism, Trauma, and Symbolic Violence” Interventions : Activists and Academics Respond to Violence, pp.23-36.
-Alisa Solomon, “Who Gets to be Human on the Evening News?”  PMLA: The Humanities in Human Rights: Critique, Language, Politics, pp. 1585-92.
Wednesday:

-Gayle Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality”  in
Abelove, Barale, Halperin, et al, (Eds.), The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader.  pp.3-45.
-Michel Foucault, The History of Sexuality, volume I. pp.1-87.
Religion and Sexual Regulation

Week 2

Monday: 
-Janet Jacobsen and Ann Pellegrini, “Introduction,” “Getting Religion,” and “What’s Wrong with Tolerance?” from Love the Sin: Sexual Regulation and the Limits of Religious Tolerance, pp.1-45.
First Media Analysis Due 
Wednesday:

-Janet Jacobsen and Ann Pellegrini, “The Free Exercise of Sex,” and “Valuing Sex,” from Love the Sin pp.103-148.
Religion and Sexual Regulation: Fictional Dystopic Visions
Week 3 and 4

Monday:

Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, pp.1-77.
Second Media Analysis Due 
Wednesday:


Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale,  pp. 78-141.
Monday:  Martin Luther King Day NO CLASS
Wednesday:
Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale, pp. 141 to end.

Film Clips: The Handmaid’s Tale
Why is Women’s Sexuality so often the Focus of Politicized Religion?  Case Studies on Conservative Christianity and Islam  

Week 5

Monday:  

-Linda Kintz, “Tender Warriors” Women, Gender, Religion: A Reader, ed. Elizabeth Castelli pp. 492-517.
-Lee Quinby, “Coercive Purity: The Dangerous Promise of Apocalyptic Masculinity” The Year 2000: Essays on the End, eds. Charles B. Strozier and Michael Flynn, pp. 154-156.
Third Media Analysis Due 
Wednesday:

-Homa Hoodfar, “The Veil in their Minds and on our Heads: Veiling Practices and Muslim Women” Women, Gender, Religion: A Reader, ed. Elizabeth Castelli, pp. 420-446.
-Riffat Hassan, "Religious Human Rights and the Qur'an," Emory International Law Review, Vol. 10 (1996): 85-96.
MIDTERM QUESTIONS DISTRIBUTED 
Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War
Week 6

Monday:  

- Cynthia Enloe, “All the Men are in Militias, All the Women are Victims: The Politics of Femininity and Masculinity in Nationalist Wars.” The Woman & War Reader, edited by Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin, pp.50-62.
-Rhonda Copelon, “Surfacing Gender: Reconceptualizing Crimes against Women in Times of War.”  In Mass Rape: The War Against Women in Bosnia-Herzegovina." Alexandra Stiglmayer, editor, pp.1-34. 
Wednesday:

-Madeline Morris, "In War and Peace: Rape, War, and Military Culture." In War's Dirty Secret: Rape, prostitution, and other crimes against women. Anne Llewellyn Barstow, editor, pp. 167-203.

-V. Spike Peterson, “Gendered Nationalism: Reproducing “Us” versus “Them.” The

Woman & War Reader, edited by Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin, pp. 41-49. 

MIDTERM ESSAYS DUE IN CLASS

Imagining Sexual Violence in Argentina’s “Dirty War”

Week 7 and 8

Monday:  

Thornton, Imagining Argentina pp.1-70
Wednesday:

Thornton, Imagining Argentina pp.70-137
Monday:  
Thornton, Imagining Argentina pp.138-end

Film:  Death and the Maiden

Fourth Media Analysis Due 
Genocide and Rape as War Crimes: The Case of Bosnia 
Week 8 continued
Wednesday:

-Samantha Powers, “The Crime without a Name,” “The Crime with a Name” in A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, pp. 17-46.
-Graham Bowley, “U.N. Court Issues Ruling on Bosnia Genocide,” New York Times, Feb. 26, 2007.
- Darius M. Rejali, “After Feminist Analyses of Bosnian Violence.” In The Women & War Reader, edited by Lois Ann Lorentzen and Jennifer Turpin, pp. 26-32. 

Week 9

Monday:

-Obrad Kesić, “Women and Gender Imagery in Bosnia: Amazons, Sluts, Victims,

Witches, and Wombs.” In Gender Politics in the Western Balkans: Women and Societyin

Yugoslavia and the Yugoslav Successor States, edited by Sabrina P. Ramet, pp.187

202. 

-Todd Salzman, “‘Rape Camps,’ Forced Impregnation, Ethnic Cleansing: Religious, Cultural, and Ethical Responses to Rape Victims in Former Yugoslavia.” In War’s Dirty Secret: Rape, Prostitution, and Other Crimes against Women, edited by Anne Llewellyn Barstow, pp. 63-92.
Fifth Media Analysis Due 
Wednesday:
- Alexandra Stiglmayer,“The Rapes in Bosnia-Herzegovina.” In Mass Rape: The War

Against Women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, edited by Alexandra Stiglmayer and translated

by Marion Faber, 82-169. 

-“Depositions of Serbian Women Given to the State Commission for War Crimes,” UN General Assembly document S/24991, Dec. 1992.
Resistance and the Uses of Violence and Non-Violence 

Week 10
-“Former Yugoslavia: Women Speak.” War’s Dirty Secret. Pp. 57-62.

-Judith Butler, “Violence, Mourning and Politics” in Precarious Life: The Power of Mourning and Violence, pp.19-48.
FINAL EXAM DUE IN MY BOX IN 451 HAGERTY HALL

